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School Committee Minutes for the Month of: April 2010
	Date:   Wednesday, April 14, 2010       Location:  Anne T. Dunphy School Cafeteria          Time:   5:30 p.m.


	Attendance:

School Committee Members:

_X__  David Chase
_X__  Sarah Christiansen  _X__ Jeff Gelbard _X__ Duncan Laird  _X__ Charlene Nardi

Others:

_X__  Superintendent Craig Jurgensen    _X__ Business Manager Cindy Landers
_X__ Principal Fred Venne

Guests:  Teacher Nancy Millette, Finance Cmte Member Paul Wetzel, Assistant Superintendent Tony Ryan
                                                                                                                      

	The meeting was called to order at 5:34 pm.
Agenda Items  
Decisions Made/Actions Taken

Presentation 
    Tony Ryan was introduced and presented an overview of Mass DOE’s data collection initiative, comprised of two Information Management Systems: for Students (SIMS) and for Educator Personnel (EPIMS). The initiative is currently in a limited pilot phase, and will be released statewide in October 2010. Participation and performance in the initiative is linked to grant eligibility and will be otherwise crucial in school district evaluations,  for students, teachers and schools. The state District and School Assistance Center (DSAC) will be available  to provide guidance to school districts in assessing performance data and addressing issues rising from analysis of this new data.
Budget
    Cindy Landers requested approval for line item transfers for the nine months ending 3/31/2010, to provide funds for contract services and custodial supplies. Duncan Laird moved to approve, David Chase seconded and the motion was approved with a unanimous vote.

    There was discussion of likely changes in Chapter 70 funding for FY 2011.

    Fred Venne presented the final adjustments to the proposed FY2011 budget, in preparation for the School Committee’s upcoming budget presentation to the Finance Committee. After some discussion, Duncan Laird moved to approve the proposed FY 2011 budget, David Chase seconded and the motion was approved with a unanimous vote. 
School Choice
    After brief discussion, Duncan Laird moved to approve the continuation of School Choice for the 2010-11 school year. David Chase seconded and the motion was approved with a unanimous vote.
Policy
    There was a second reading and some discussion of the policy for Observation of Special Education Programs (IHBAA). Charlene Nardi moved to approve the amended version. David Chase seconded and the motion was approved with a unanimous vote.

    There was a second reading and some discussion of the policy for Visitors to the School (KI). Charlene Nardi moved to approve the amended version. David Chase seconded and the motion was approved with a unanimous vote.

    The decision was made to defer the review of the policy for Field Trips (IJOA & IJOA-1) until the May meeting, and to defer the Bullying policy (JIFCB) until some resolution of the anti-bullying bill moving through the state legislature.

Items requiring action
    The date of May 19 at 4:30 was chosen for a joint meeting with the School Council and the PTO to discuss enrichment programs, Charlene Nardi will extend an invitation to the PTO. It was decided that the May Committee meeting would follow the joint meeting, at 5:30.

    Duncan Laird moved to approve the proposed School Calendar with the provision that winter recess dates must be reviewed. David Chase seconded and the motion was approved with a unanimous vote.

    There was discussion of the upcoming town vote for the Prop 2 ½ debt exclusion override for the school building project feasibility study. The Committee decided to give Charlene Nardi permission to advocate on behalf of the Committee to support the override.
Superintendent Report
    Superintendent Jurgensen reported on a presentation he had attended by State Senator Stan Rosenberg where discussion had indicated that there is once again a push for regionalization. The Superintendent also reported on the status of the school buses, which is good. He reported that there had been some complaints to the High School about bullying: both that there was not enough being done and that there was too much being done.

    The Superintendent discussed the current status of the State’s application for Reach To The Top (RTTT) funds. Nancy Millette reported that the teachers were strongly opposed to application for such funds, based on certain administrative requirements. While sensitive to the teachers concerns, the Committee felt that having the district proceed to pursue RTTT funds was the proper action. David Chase moved to pursue RTTT, Charlene Nardi seconded and the motion was approved with a unanimous vote.
Principal Report
    Principal Venne reported that Arts Adventure Day had been a great success, and that DVDs were available for borrowing from the school office. He reported that the new visitor check-in procedure was going well.

    The Principal also reported that a grant program would provide for cost-free replacement of school building lights. The Committee supported moving forward with the acquisition.
Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 9:12 pm. 


	Notetaker: 

David Chase
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